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1 . This International Searching Authority 

(i) considers that there are 



by the claims indicated on an extra sheet: 



(number of) inventions claimed in the international application covered 



(ii) therefore considers that the international application does not comply with the requirements of unity of Invention 
(Rules 13.1, 13.2 and 13.3) for the reasons indicated on an extra sheet: 



E carried out a partial international search (see Annex) Q will establish the international search report 

on those parts of the International application which relate to the invention first mentioned in claims Nos.: 
see extra sheet 



(iv) will establish the international search report on the other parts of the international application onfy if, and to the extent 
to which, additional fees are paid. 



2. Consequently, the applicant is hereby invited to pay, within the time limit indicated above, the amount indicated below: 

F>UR 1.7QQ,00 X 1 = f.ttr 1 .70n 

Fee per additional invention number of additional inventions currency/total amount of additional fees 



3. 



The applicant is informed that, according to Rule 40.2(c), the payment of any additional fee may be made under protest, 
i.e., a reasoned statement to the effect that the international application complies with the requirement of unity of invention 
or that the amount of the required additional fee is excessive, where applicable, subject to the payment of a protest fee. 
Where the applicant pays additional fees under protest, the applicant fs hereby invited, within the time limit indicated above, 
to pay a protest fee (Rule 40.2(e)) in the amount of tjtttt, 7 r n n n 

/3u,uu (currency/amount) 

Where the applicant has not, within the time limit indicated above, paid the required protest fee, the protest will be considered 
not to have been made and the International Searching Authority will so declare. 



4, Q Claim(s)Nos 



have been found to be unsearchable under 



Article 17(2)(b) because of defects under Article 17(2)(a) and therefore have not been included with any inventfon. 



Name and maifing address of the international Searching Authority 

European Patent Office, P. B. 5818 Patentfaan 2 
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internationaf appHcation No. 

PCT/IL2007/001588 



This International Searching Authority found multiple (groups of) 
Inventions 1n this international application, as follows: 



1* claims: 1--27, 37-47 

Mining in a database of functional maps for diagnosis and 
classification purposes. 



2. claims: 28-36 

Image acquisition in which the process of capturing is 
controlled based on the analysis of a preliminary functional 
image (map). 



The application appears to lack unity within the meaning of Rule 13.1 
PCT, since it does not seem to relate to one invention only or to a group 
of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept. 

In fact, claims 1, 19 and 23 have been drafted as roof-type claims with a 
general concept defined in lines 3-8 of claim 1 and three alternatives 
specified at the end of claim 1. With. these alternatives, claim 1 
effectively separates into three independent claims, directed to using 
the "matching set" for image acquisition, diagnosis and classification 
respectively. The latter two Issues, diagnosis and classification, seem 
to be closely related, whereas image acquisition solves a different 
technical problem and requires an extra search. 

Therefore, the application is considered to contain the following two 
separate inventions: 

1) Claims: 1-27 and 37-47. 

The first invention refers to a method (claim 1), a system (claim 
19), and a distributed system (claim 23) for analyzing a received 
functional map. The same invention is further defined using different 
wording as a research tool (claim 24) and a method for calculating a 
treatment recommendation (claim 37). 

The purpose of the first group of inventions is to mine a database 
of functional maps for diagnosis and classification. 

2) Claims: 28-36. 

The second invention refers to an imaging system (claim 28) and a 
method for obtaining a functional image (claim 33) 1n which the process 
of capturing (and a corresponding "detector" in a system) is controlled 
based on the analysis of a preliminary functional image (map). 

The technical problem solved here 1s to improve the quality of a 
captured medical image. 

As noted above, there is 1n fact a single general concept with the 
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interrtatlonai application No. 
PCT/IL2007/001588 



following features corranon to both inventions: 

"receiving a functional map" (obtaining an input Image), 
"managing a plurality of functional maps associated with 

biological activity indications" (i.e. providing a database of functional 

maps), 

"identifying a matching set of said managed functional maps 
by matching between (•..) biological activity indications". 

These features are, however, known from document US 2004/0003001 (Dl) 
which is cited In the search report. This document discloses a system for 
searching for similar Images in a database containing medical images and 
associated medical Information (cf. par. [0012,18] in Dl), wherein the 
search is based on image content or associated medical information. Thus, 
regarding document Dl, the single general concept linking the two 
invention appears to be not new and not inventive within the meaning of 
Article 33 PCT. Furthermore, the two technical problems of the 
abovementioned Inventions are solved by different and not corresponding 
special technical features. 
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COMMUNICATION RELATING TO THE RESULTS 
OF THE PARTIAL INTERNATIONAL SEARCH 



International Application No 

PCT/IL2007/001588 



1 .The present ccMnmunicatlon is an Annex to the invitation to pay additional fees (Fomn PCT/iSA/206). It shows the 
results of the international search established on tiie parts of the international application which relate to the invention 
fir&t mentloied in claims Nos.: 

^^jsee 'Invitation to .pay additioaal fees' 

2.Tli!s communication is not the inteiriauonai searcaT report which wHI be established according to Arficle 18 and Rule 43. 

3Jf the applicant does not pay any additional search fees, the infomiatton appearing In this communication will be 
considered as the result of the international search and will be included as such in the international search report. 

4.lf the applicant pays additional fees, the intemational search report m\\ contain both the information appearing in this 
communication and the results of the intemational search on other parts of the international application for which such 
fees will have been paid. 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category 



□ 



Citalion of documeni, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



us 2004/003001 Al (SHIMURA KAZUO [JP]) 
1 January 2004 (2004-01-01) 



jaages 1-6, paragraphs 9-25,51 



WO 2006/042077 A (VIATRONIX INC [US]; CHEN 
DONGQING [US]) 20 April 2006 (2006-04-20) 
pages 2,12 



Relevant to ctalm No. 



1-4, 
6-19, 
21-27, 
37-47 



1,5,19, 
20,23,24 



Further documents are iisled in the continuation of box C. 



Patent family members are listed in annex. 



" Special categories of cited documents : 

■A* document defining the general state of the art which is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 

^E* earlier document but published on or after the international 
filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority clatm(s) or 
which is cited to establish the publication date of ano^er 
citation or oth^ special reason (as specified) 

•O" document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhlbaion or 
other means 

*P' document published prtor to the intemational filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



■T' later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to undersl^d the principle or theoiy underlying the 
invention 

'X' documeni of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot be considered noveS or cannot be considered to 
Involve an inventive step when the document is taken alone 

■Y" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention 

cannot Joe considered to involve an inventive step wheu the 
document is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person sidlled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Foim PCT/1SA/20B (Annex, firs! sheet) (July 1 992; reprht January 20O4) 



Patent Family Annex 

Inforrfiation on patent family members 



fntemalional Application No 

PCT/IL2007/001588 



Patent ctocument 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Patent family 
member(s} 



F^jbiication 
date 



US 2004003001 Al 



01-01-2004 JP 2004005364 A 



08-01-2004 



WO 2006042077 



20-04-2006 WO 2006042191 A2 



20-04-2006 
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